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Message From The President
Dear Friends:
2009 has been an incredibly busy year for all of us at Golden Gate Labrador Retriever Rescue (GGLRR), as the economy and foreclosures have led to more Labs than ever being surrendered by their owners. In addition to directly helping owners who could no longer
keep their dogs, we regularly visited shelters around the Bay Area to rescue dogs in danger of euthanasia, and through generous foster
parent volunteers and boarding facilities, were able to save countless dogs whose lives were in danger without us.
This year also has brought many changes to the organization. After many years of service, several volunteer leaders retired from
GGLRR, including outgoing President Don Richardson, and fellow board members Joy Rabins, Lorene Henderson, Katherine Bryce
and Judy Richardson. We thank them for many years of helping Labs and their tireless dedication to GGLRR.
2009 saw many exciting advances for GGLRR as well. With our new web administrator Cyndi Harrell, we enhanced our website with
a fresh look, new content and more features such as the ability to show multiple photos and video clips of our available Labs. Cyndi
also launched an online store via our website featuring GGLRR “adopt a Lab” logo merchandise including t-shirts, sweatshirts, and
more, with proﬁts going to help more homeless Labs.
We expanded our presence on the internet in other ways too, including Facebook and Twitter, where combined we have over 1300
followers and growing daily. In addition, we began listing our dogs on two nationally recognized adoption websites, Pet Finder and
Adopt-a-Pet, adding exposure and increased awareness for GGLRR and more adoptions.
Our Volunteer Coordinator, Jeff Knollmiller, signiﬁcantly expanded our volunteer outreach, both utilizing our website and Volunteer
Match to bring in many volunteers who have provided us with renewed energy, fresh ideas, and countless hours of help to rescue a
record number of Labs this year. Over 50 new volunteers joined us, serving as rescue representatives, foster parents, lab transporters,
dog walkers, and fundraisers.
As 2009 draws to a close, we will have directly saved and placed over 340 Labs, and combined with our website referrals to other
shelters and rescue groups, we will have helped to place 100’s more Labs.
However, none of this would be possible without the generous support from our many donors, adopters, and volunteers. As an allvolunteer organization, every dollar we raise goes directly to rescuing and ﬁnding loving, forever homes for Labs here in the Bay
Area. We thank you for your loyalty, dedication, and support. We could not do this without you.
All of us at GGLRR wish you a Happy Holiday Season and hope that you will continue to support our efforts and spread the word
about GGLRR.
With greatest appreciation,
Holly Still
President

These six little lab puppies were born in Utah. We (Golden Gate Lab Rescue) immediately agreed to
take them. Against our wishes, the group in Utah gave the puppies their ﬁrst shots at age 5 1/2 weeks,
WAY too young to vaccinate puppies. Several of the puppies had fevers at the time and runny noses
and never should have had a vaccine (vaccinations at that age greatly weaken the puppy’s immune
system.) Then they were put in a crate in a car and driven for 12 straight hours (overnight) from Utah
to California. They were not given food or water during the drive.
Needless to say, when these puppies arrived, they were in dreadful shape. They all had parvo. They
weren’t eating or drinking, they were losing weight and were rapidly going downhill. Lab Rescue
immediately took them to our vet. When their little paws got sore, the IV’s went into their necks and
it was hard to keep ﬁnding veins. The vaccines they had received had completely shut down their immune systems and they were all ﬁghting for their lives. Then on top of everything else, they developed giardia (a nasty parasite that causes diarrhea). Little Angel (the black puppy) had it the toughest
and actually required blood transfusions from one of the vet tech’s dogs to survive.
After FOUR WEEKS at the vet, all six puppies made it. Not only was there a heroic effort on the part
of the vet and her staff, but the biggest thanks goes to our very own Darlene Heath. Darlene has been
one of our main rescue reps for over ﬁve years and she and her family have fostered more than 90
dogs during that time. Darlene was there almost every day to hold each puppy and talk to them and
give them the love they needed to pull through. Without her, they never would have made it.
These adorable puppies have all gone on to wonderful homes and all are thriving.

Dino arrived at our home last year at about 10 months old. He spent the ﬁrst few days
surveying our yard, snifﬁng around the oak tree, slowly crossing the wooden garden
bridge. Inside, whether it was the sight of a broomstick or the ﬂick of a light switch, his
tail whipped between his legs more often than he let out a bark. A couple months of basic
training class, and frequent visits to the dog park improved his conﬁdence. Now, he’s a
bonaﬁde door alarm, little league baseball fan, and an avid squirrel chaser. One of these
days he’ll actually catch one. What will he do then?
In the past year Dino learned that “snow is just water”, “if I wear it, I get a treat”, and
“peanut butter is the greatest thing since sliced bread.” Dino is still in the midst of selfdiscovery. He swam for the very ﬁrst time this month at a local park. We took him to
Tahoe last summer, but he only managed to immerse himself knee-deep in the lake. This
time, there were two other dogs applying peer pressure. After realizing that his webbed
paw didn’t sink as fast, he went for it. Yay! He is a lab after all. Soon he’ll be launching
into the water like a rocket. But for now, he’s content with a slower decent of a yellow lab
submarine.

DINO

With the deepest sadness and regret, we must report that our 16-year
old Chocolate Lab, Bea (a.k.a., Brandy), was euthanized on Wednesday
evening, April 1, 2009. After waging a courageous battle with cancer, the
disease advanced to her spine, making it impossible for her to stay on
her feet. While clearly all families love their pets, to us Bea was truly a
special creature. Throughout her life, she endured so much. Yet, she was
incredibly kind, gentle, courageous, and -– even up to the very end -- possessed a wonderful zest for life. With all of her health issues -– deafness,
poor sight, chronic ear infections, arthritis, bloat, pneumonia, and cancer
-– she simply powered through them. Bea possessed such a positive
spirit. Words cannot adequately express how much we miss her. She will
live in our hearts and minds forever. We would like to thank Golden Gate
Labrador Rescue for bringing Bea into our lives. -Tim & Sandy Orlando

BEA
Becca gave birth to six puppies in a dismal shelter in Arkansas. She had no prospects for adoption, nor did her pups. Lab
Rescue stepped in and pulled Becca and her babies out of the shelter and put them in a foster home. Becca did her best
to care for her pups until they were eight weeks old, at which time the airlines allowed us to ﬂy Becca and her babies to
California. Her adorable babies were chubby and adorable and were immediately placed in loving homes, but Becca was
exhausted. When she arrived at the airport, she weighed only 48 lbs and could barely lift her head. She was totally drained.
Lab rescue had her spayed so she would never again have to be a mom, and put her in a loving foster home to begin her
recuperation. Shortly thereafter, Becca was placed with a wonderful couple (the Issac’s) whose beautiful black lab Hestia
looked very much like Becca (only Hestia was gorgeous). Becca is now thriving in her new home and loves her new parents and her sister. She loves to swim and adores all the love and attention she so richly deserves after a life of neglect. As
you can see from the before and after photos, Becca (now named Vesta) is also gorgeous and now weighs in at 62 lbs. Her
life began when she was rescued.

BECCA

About 6 months after putting down our 14-year old dog, our
family was ready to bring a new puppy into our home. Since we
wanted a puppy, we knew it could be a long wait, but we were
prepared. Just days after beginning our search, we saw Arlow (a
2-1/2 month old lab) on your website. He had a rough beginning.
In his short life, a car had hit him and the original owners weren’t
ﬁnancially able to treat him and instead wanted him ‘put down’.

ARLOW

Well, Arlow has been with us for over a year now and what a
funny little guy he is. He was a bit rough around the edges at ﬁrst,
but after some training and LOTS of walks and romping with other
dogs, he has become quite an asset to our family. He loves to walk
and is extremely social. Life is just one big party for Arlow. We
affectionately call him ‘Nosey Rosie’ because he’s always under
foot and has to be in the midst of everything. Although not a lap
dog, his favorite place to sit is on your lap if you’re on the ﬂoor.
He’s come a long way and we’re very happy to have him. Thank
you for bringing Arlow into our lives.
- The Treccase Family

What do you do when your Newfoundland is lonely? You adopt a
lab or 2 labs via the Golden Gate Lab Rescue! I’m a cat mom in
San Francisco, but I went into full doggone great motion when my
parents’ Newﬁe passed away in March and the remaining “little
Newﬁe, 160 lb. guy named Tango” was lonely and in need of a
friend (and let’s admit, Mom and Dad were lonely too as they’d
always had 2 or 3 Newﬁes). So, about a month spent on the web
and thru many conversations with GGLRR (a doggone great organization that you must tell your FURiends about), I found Misty
(black) and Brandy (golden) and this was a true family event.

TIBBY
Duckie, now Tibby, was rescued as a stray from the Duck Valley
Indian Reservation in Idaho. When our colleague was ﬁnally
able to pick her up (after months of working with the Reservation for permission) it was discovered that she had a large stab
wound on the side of her neck that had become infected. She
was taken to a vet and treated for her injury. The stab wound
required more than 20 stitches. As you can see from her “after”
pictures, Tibby, named for Tiburon (where she now lives), is
happy and healthy and enjoying her new life.

MISTY AND
BRANDY

With my Lab research work done, my brother drove 3 hrs North
to pick up “the girls” and upon bringing them home to our parents
ranch in Tracy CA – well it’s a match made in heaven and the girls
love Tango and Tango loves the girls and should we elaborate on
the girls loving ‘in house life’ (prior to this they were solely out
door dogs). Dad says they should be named “Salt and Pepper”!
I think he’s right. Brandy and Misty are a great addition to our
family and thanks to GGLRR for working with us and their input
that helped us deﬁne the speciﬁcs that would work well with our
parents age and life style. The girls were raised for 7 yrs by a great
couple in Lake County who found their lifestyle changed and they
couldn’t give the labs the attention they needed. Their life change
is our good fortune. Kudos to them for contacting GGLRR. Misty
and Brandy are velcroed to each other – inseparable and where
one goes, the other goes – we think we’ve an 8 legged dog with a
blonde tail and a black tail! We love them so much and they’re in
love with life on the Ranch too!

Moshi was rescued from a local
shelter where he was scheduled to be
euthanized since he was not considered adoptable because of a LARGE
growth on the side of his neck/upper
shoulder. GGLRR paid to have the
non-cancerous growth removed and
Moshi has made a complete recovery.
Here’s what his new family has to
say: He’s my daily companion. He
goes with me for walks, he sits with
me while I sew. He stays as underfoot as possible when I cook and do
dishes. He runs to greet my husband
at the door when he gets home from
work. He’s just the sweetest dog in
the world.

MOSHI

One of the six “Utah puppies” is now
living with Mike and Lolita Dunlap
up in Clearlake. Rascal (now called
Milo) was one of the two sickest puppies and Mike and Lolita have done
a GREAT job with him. He is now
swimming in “his” lake (they have
a lakefront property), riding on his
ATV, and enjoying the good life.

“SPICE UP YOUR LIFE WITH A LITTLE PEPPER”

RASCAL/MILO

“My kids (4 and 8) had been moaning for months, “Oh please
Mom, can’t we get a dog? We promise we can help take care
of her!!” Secretly, they were stacking up wishes secured with a
coin toss into a fountain or pool. Our saying is that the wish must
remain secret unless it comes true, then you can tell. On a gray
day in October, the wishes came true with a blast. The dog my
daughter named “Pepper” arrived.
A black lab puppy was found on the side of the road with a broken
leg. She was 6 months old and was taken to Animal Control. Xrays showed that all four long toe bones on her right rear leg were
broken and the leg was very crooked. Lab Rescue found her on
death row and saw her potential.
Pepper was driven to Veterinary Surgical Associates in Concord,
California for evaluation and repair. Time had passed since Pepper had been originally splinted, so when the splint was removed,
it was determined that the bones had started to heal, in fact the
fracture was so solid the surgeons could not budge the repair. The
splint had helped straighten the bones so they were only a “little”
crooked. She looked a tad odd but probably would not suffer much
arthritis if any as a result.

LUNA
We have a very special light in our lives, thanks to our
Luna. She is a calm, middle aged, beautiful girl. We
welcomed her into our family in May after GGLRR
pulled her from a full, high- kill shelter where she had
been for weeks. Just days after adopting her, she became severely ill with a respiratory infection. We were
committed to helping her through her hospitalization,
recovery and rehabilitation, which took weeks. She
was so loving and easy to treat, even while hospitalized.
Her survival meant everything to us so we were willing
to absorb the cost of her extensive treatment.
She is now a healthy and active companion for all of
us, but especially for our SPCA special “Hailey.” The
two of them play, cuddle and snooze together every
day. Luna is constantly making sure every one is happy
who is around her. Bringing toys to new visiting canine
friends, or coming up for a full on hug from us.
We are grateful to GGLRR for the chance to be a part
of the organization. The help and support we received
from Don, Robin and Donna was incredible. We are
appreciative and happy that Luna wanted us in her life.
I am hoping to start taking her into the hospitals as a
“therapy dog.” She adapts to any situation and has the
perfect temperament to help with the healing process for
those in need. She has added an unforgettable dimension to our family; the unconditional and genuine love
of a dog.

As I looked at her in the cage, she seemed calm, self assured and
interested in everything around her. I have always owned pets that
needed some special care. I took “Pepper” home as a foster to get
her through the rest of the healing time and to see if she would mix
well with our family. Once away from the clinic, “Pepper” turned
out to be very spirited and energetic. Her arrival was a surprise for
the kids as we exploded into the house one evening after dinner.
The next 6 weeks were long. The kids learned evasive maneuvers
when she approached them (My mantra was, “Hug the wall”).
Once she healed and I could take her for morning jogs, life settled
down some. She cleans the ﬂoor of food droppings with lightning
speed. She loves to graze on everything outside. My four year old
son says she is half goat, half vacuum cleaner, half human and half
dog. Her favorite game is grabbing a shoe or doll and playing keep
away. She greets all new comers with exuberance, though more
than is appreciated. She still needs intensive schooling but I feel
she has tremendous capacity to learn and grow.
-Lissa Richardson, DVM... and family (and Pepper!!)

PEPPER

WE EXTEND OUR THANKS TO YOU….
Thank you to all of our wonderful donors. Without you we would not be able to continue to help the Labs that
need medical care and/or new homes. Your donations make it happen!
$5 - $50 “SHOTS AND FIRST EXAM”

William & Marion Dorning (Patrick)
Lori Duncan (Honor of Shelley Robertson)
Vicki Aagesen
Mary Adams & Bernadette Warren (Honor of Tracy Harcourt, Ed J. Carrie Eaton
Cindy Eberhardt
Chejlava & Grayce)
Warren & Marie Ehrhardt (Memory of Ruby)
Rick & Annette Alcocer (Mollie)
Stephanie English
Pauline Alevizos
Jody Evenson (Memory of Jeffrey)
Steve Alves & Julie Ulmer (Honor of Maggie)
Chet & Louise Ferdun
Dorothy Anderson
Alvin & Marianne Foote (Lee Rubinoff’s “Drummer”)
Gary & Gini Anderson (Memory of Heidi & Pepper)
Diana Fosha
Moninderjeet Agroia
Robert Fung
Avis Austin
Diane Garﬁeld (Breeze & Turner)
Max Austin
Janet Gelphman (Honor of Annette Coulon)
Mike & Julie Austin (Kiwi, Abbie & Koko)
Genrev Media, LLC
Adolfo Babatz
Carla & Michael Goffstein (Memory of Lucy Clarkson)
Adriana Baires
Howard & Cindi Goldberg
Carol Bal (Kona, Snickers & Speedo)
Diane & Steven Goldman
Lisa Barclay (Memory of Max, Cody & Skippy)
Rebecca Gonzales
Jack Bartlett (Bear)
Hector Gonzales (Honor of Siddhartha)
Michael & Marion Bashista
Robert Goodwin (Honor of Molly & Bailey)
Doug & Randi Beach
Charlie & Donna Grant (Gus, Cody, Ed & Riley)
Daniela Becker
Elizabeth Greivel
Lyn Belingheri
Judy & Dave Gremer
Mark & Lorrie Bellows (Memory of Marstad’s Frozen Asset)
Denise & George Gustafsson (Helen)
Phil & Gale Bitter
Judith Hanks
Julie Blankenship
Marian Hanley (Shale)
Barbara Block (Honor of Maro)
Linda Hannah (Honor of Kelly & Bruce Lang & Maggie & Gary
Bruce Blodgett
Lencioni)
Loretta Bloomberg
Katie Hassett
Kimberly Bobrow
Jessica Harris (Honor of Anne H. Gebb, Colby & Sophie)
Ruth Bossenmaier (Memory of Buzz Westfall)
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Hatﬁeld
Charles Bowman (Maggie)
Lisa Hauck-Loy
Richard Bozanich
Kim Hebert
Betty Bradford (Memory of our beautiful Lab, Bailey)
Christine Hempel (Alice)
Stacey Brewer
Ellen Hill (Memory of Sunny)
Bonnie & Thomas Burris (Sylvana’s B’day)
Laura Hinson
Dr. J. D. Bruzzese (Memory of Lucky)
Kim Hopwood
Jay Cabral
Jon Hudson
Christopher Cadwell
Glenn & Connie Hunter (Honor of Curtis Hunter)
Jim Capbarat
Solomon Iyasere
Jeanine & Bob Carter (Memory of Lucky, our angel)
Jim Jackson & Elaine Colombatto (Luna)
Philip Carter (Honor of Jake the best dog ever!)
Laura & Frank James (Honor of Bob James)
Julie Champion
Jan Jop Enterprises
Bill & Pat Chase (Memory of Abigail beloved Lab of Stacey
Julie & Dennis Jarvi (Memory of Toastin’ Dustbuster &Toastin’s
Chase)
Pinot Gris)
Trudi Cole
Geraldine Johnson
Joyce Coles
Janice Johnson
Paul Conrad
Ken & Lisa Johnson
Maureen Cullen
Pat Johnson (Honor of Maggie)
Susan Conklin
Leslie Ann Jones (Sir Bosley)
Juanita Contreras (Chula)
Mary Henning Jones
Matthew & Kelley Conway (Honor of Andrea & Jad Darsey,
Janet Kahn
Memory of Kaya)
Liz Kanter
Leslie Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Karnow (Taz)
Deep Peninsula Dog Training Club (Memory of Darby)
Allan Kass (Honor of Greta)
Lora Lee Del Rosario (Cody)
Lisa Kau
Larry Diamond

Stephanie Keega
Colleen Flynn Kellogg (Honor of Michael A. Flynn)
David King (Shasta)
Ginny King (Honor of Dave King)
Constance Kirby
Angela Kluck
Amy Kohrman
Jim Koren
Ron Kraemer
Debra Kramer
Meronig Kurkeyerian
Paul Kuzmickas (Memory of Dougal Minasian, a fellow Labrador)
Carol Lagundo
Alice Lam
Mary Beth Lamb (in Memory of Sammy)
Philip & Barbara Leitner (Honor of Dusty)
Benjamin Lipton
Mark & Janis Lovi
Valerie & Bruce Mah
Janet Mar (Bailey)
Valerie Martin
Shirley Martucci (Honor of Shelley Robertson)
Angeli Maney
Heather McLean
Milbrey McLaughlin
Deb Michetti & Don Kessler (Happy 40th Diane Pytel)
Larry Miller
Tracey Mills
Laurie Morris (Maggie)
Stoney & Carla Moss
Corrine Mullins
Erin Ohlson
Tim Orlando (Memory of Brandy)
Francis O’Rourke
Joni Owens
Patricia Parsons
John Perrando
E. T. Perkins (Honor of Wanda Grusonik)
Lindsay Pettit
Susan Pillsbury
Sandra Palocsko (In memory of Cooper)
Julie Pon (Honor of Rufus)
Robert & Carole Poole (Memory of Rudy, Nikki, Maya)
Rhonda & Scott Prunella
Dan Putman (Kobe)
Pam & George Rammell (Memory of Abbey)
Lindee Reese & Theresa Abts (Laylo)
Jerry & Susan Ridley (Honor of Bogie & Blondie)
Jerry & Diana Robinson (Gratitude for Trufﬂe)
Roth’s
Kathleen Roussel
Howard & Leona Rubinoff (Maui)
Marilyn Rumble (Summer)
Paulita Ruxton
James Rynne & Susan Garcia
Louise Salvador
Elizabeth Scanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Schmitt (Sally)
Joanne Schunter
Patricia Sepulveda

Pat & Pauahi Sheehy (Saul)
Liam Shortall (Honor of Tess)
Kathleen Silber (Honor of Sophie)
Frank & Kathleen Small
Jackie & Bob Smith (Honor of Valerie Smith)
Louise Sausoures
Suzanne Stanley
Shell & Nancy Steckel
Tim Strickland
Claudia Sullivan
Jennifer Swanstrom
Joe Szander
Melo Tabudio
Danille Tannovrji
Eliot Terborgh (Honor of Cocoa)
JoAnne Thompson (Bailey & Wooky)
Mr & Mrs. Donald Tobin
Michael Tomola
Audrey Tomaselli (Honor of Gioia)
Trumpet Golden Retrievers (Memory of Stephen Prescott
Jones)
Turtle Steps
Tracy Van Ligten
Louise Von Haseln
Norma & Bert Wallace
Susan Warner
Robert & Donna Weaver
Lisa Welch
Anthony Wesley
Julie Wheelan
Linda Wilford & Randall Ham (Honor of Frolic & Breeze)
Jonathan Wiseman (Aspen)
Joanna & Dave Wishner (Saxon)
Michael & Laurie Wolfskill
John & Cathy Woo
Ellen Woods
Kim Wulfekuhler
Jane Hodges Young (Memory of Nasdaq)
Donald Zimmanck
$51 - $100 “LAB TESTS AND BLOOD WORK”
Michael Abbott
Sheila & Frank Acojido (Earl)
Kathleen Adams (Honor of Rosie)
Michael & Amy Allen (Honor of Jazmine Allen)
Jerry & Linda Avellar
Peg & Bruce Baker (Honor of Peg Baker & Maggie)
David & Jennifer Banks (Honor of Buffy & Truman)
Margaret Lee Blunt
Betty Bradford (Memory of our beautiful Lab, Bailey & Lupin)
Cindy Braley (Morban)
Nancy Breckenridge
Christoper Cadwell
Michelle Calabio
John & Arlene Campi
Bob & Regina Canepa (Fritz, Toby & Tess)
Center of Balance
Trent & Kelly Chamberlin
Marc Cohen
Luis Colon & Corina Lopez

Regan & Brian Comis
Nancy Corbin ( Steve Jones)
Geogia Cornell (Abby & Nickel)
Joyce Cunningham
Joseph Donohue (Lucas & Ben)
Mark Donahue
Alan & Penny Dunckel
Paul & Joan Ekstrom (Honor of Jett & Mcgee)
Sandra Endsley
Stuart & Karie Epstein (Honor of Bear)
Marilyn Evans (Honor of Freya)
Margaret Fitzgerald
Skip & Nancy Fletcher
Baren-Jennie Fong
Donna Gillespie
Carol & Chris Glud
Andrey Goodman & Myra Rubin
Matthew Gum
Jim & Gail Hallenbeck
Susan Hartley
Brian Heard
Dr. Julie Henney
Cherie Hoke
Daniel & Dolores Holets
Linda Hughes (Honor of Holly Still & Judy Kreger)
Tracy Jacobs (Chui)
Steve Jain
Sandy & Larry Joseph (Honor of Bella, Colby & Mason)
Philip Johnson
Susan Kawaguchi
George Kemble (Sam)
Grace Kim
Brandon Kimura
Meghan Kirby-McFarland
Sheila Knorr
Don & Dee Kurtz (Buster)
Mary Beth Lamb (in Memory of Sammy, Kate, aka Princess, Bailey)
Larry & Barbara Lange (Corby & Maddie)
Adam Lautner
Martha Ledwich
Justin Lee
Roberta Lee
Janet Leishman
James Livingston (Memory of Hooch)
Colleen Loop (Rigby)
Clark Maloney
Stephen & Andrea Marra
Robynn & Michael McCann (Tuck & Ruger)
Helga & Dennis McLaughlin (Laura Belle)
Deb Michetti & Don Kessler (Happy 40th Diane Pytel)
Jason & Heidi Mispagel (Memory of Webster)
Nisarg Modi
Tim & Katey Morris
(Honor of Hoover & Rio)
Lynn Mosher (Luke UD
JH AX AXJ)
Laura & Eric Morgan
(Honor of Prada & Buster)
Birgit Myles
Nancy Napoli

Susan Negro
George & Diane Nessi (Memory of Lacey)
Donnie Nicoson (Memory of Cookie)
Sally Nordlund
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Nothmann (Honor of Bear)
Sue & Steve Ohanian
Eddie & Frances O’Rourke
Deidre O’Sullivan
Alan Palmer (Benny)
Susanne Penner & Aaron Milleson
David Pirogowicz
Scott Rodrick
Howard Rosenﬁeld
Terry Roy
Patricia Quinlan
Eric & Melinda Ruchames
Diane Savage
Charles Scanlan
Scott & Jill Sewell (Memory of Jake)
Chuck Shih Family (Memory of Mike)
Richard & Jill Sideman
Dennis & Joann Stansbury
Kenna Stormogipson
Summit Financial Group (Jay & Julie Gilson’s lab, Ginger)
Evan Susser & Karen Latina (Coco & Buster)
Patricia Tench (Memory of Cookie)
Louise Thanos
Linaa Tobin (Murray & Darcy)
Casper & Jana Van Keppel
Ashley Vinson
Dirk Von Waart
Carolyn Westgaard
Joanna Brown Wishner
Pam Whitman (Thank you Paula)
Michael Weinstein (Honor of Tilly)
Deborah Wolf
Dionne Woods
$101 - $250 “SPAY / NEUTER”
Melanie & Bob Backovich (Memory of Speaker)
Larry Behage & Valerie Cordero (Emma)
Eric Bower (Honor of Bellamy)
Diane Brown
Tom & Dani Brown
Katherine & Ben Bryce (Memory of Leonora Arthur Coleman)
Chu Chun Chang
Marc Cohen
George Collins
Kenneth & Sally Cooper
Bruce & Joanne Crist (Beau)
Diane & Dan Demee-Benoit (Memory of Lizzie)
Karen deMoor & Tom McCook
Joe Dermenjian
Gerry & Judith Dinneen (Coleen Bailey “Boomer”)
Audrey & Garry Gold (Honor of Humboldt)
Donna & Douglas Hansen
Donna & John Hansen

Cyndi Harrell (Honor of foster dogs: Molly, Lady, Cocoa and
Jack)
Karen Hilliard
Wesley Jones & Emma Swain (GG)
Diana Kenyon
Micky Kramer (Lupin)
Maricar Lagura
Nelson & Elisabeth Lampert
Mary Beth Lamb (Honey, Tostin’s Dustbuster, Tater Tot, Wagner, Honey & Strider)
Adam Lautner
Sandy Mackovich (Charlie)
David Mahan
Dennis & Leslie McCoy
Mt. Diablo Dog Training Club, Inc. (Honor of Lois Seibec)
Dan & Sally Mills (Memory of Gabbey)
Katherine Moore (Ella Mae)
Marikay & Robert Morris
Jay Morton (Memory of Willie)
Ken & Beth Myers (Our rescue dogs, Jasper & Laci)
Bruce Nielsen
Carolyn & Paul Newburn
Gary Orkin & Martha Ramey (Memory of Sunny & Gumbo)
Michael & Ann Parker
David & Joan Patterson (Misty & Katie)
Lawrence Ramian
Belena Raisin
Georgina Robinson & Richard Haglund
Senior Girl Scout Troop #3171
David Sexton
Barbara Schafer
Chuck & Sherry Shepardson (Honor of Behage Family)
Kenneth Snyder (Judy & Leon Kreger)
Patricia & Steven Takahashi
Penelope Tinsman-Dunckel
Katherine & Mark Valentine (Merry Christmas Ryan McCann)
Sharon & Larry Ventura
Judith Wangelin
West Valley Dog Training Club (Memory of Jody, Darcy, Tara,
Zeke & Nitro)
Courtney Westgaard
Dennis White
Polly White (Memory of Maggie)
Juliana Wong
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Wu (in Honor of Don Richardson a true
dog whisper)
Erik Zavas
$251 - $500 “MEDICINES AND PROCEDURES TO MAKE
A DOG WELL”
William Bull & Kathleen Mofﬁt (Topper & Carson)
Laura Coe
Samuel & Jacque Coleman
Deborah Dearborn
Julie Dickson
Stephanie English
Ms. Goleski & Ms. Higgins – Higgins Family Fund
Tracy Harcourt & Ed Chejlava (Honor of Moogie)
Andrew Harker & Jeff Knollmiller
Simon & Deborah Hayes
Matthew Hewlett
Jim Keefe & Lorna Lee (Honor of Honey)
Robin May

Dudley Miller
Linda Perry
David Reedy (Honor of Coda)
Chaz Simonds (Memory of Titan)
Geoffrey Teeter (Honor of Kenya & Tilly)
Christopher Tsang (Memory of Derby)
The Turan Family Foundation
Jill Visor (Memory of Sam)
Lisa Warner
Rebecca Web
Betzy Webster (Honor of Murphy, Cobos & Babe)
$501 - $1000 “SPECIAL SURGERY, GENERAL SURGERY
AND CAT SCAN)
Scott & Lexie Clifford
Audrey Down
Marilyn Rhoades Hoffman (Honor of Mr. Hogan)
Kristin Cashin
Debra Lepold
Paragon Real Estate Group
Dinah & Joseph Szander (Rum & Max)
TechCrunch
$1001 + “SPECIAL SURGERY (OTHOPEDIC PROCEDURES)”
Diane Androvich
Cindy Ellis, Spirithawk Labradors
Marilyn Rhoades Hoffman (Honor of Mr. Hogan & Lupin)
Judy & Leon Kreger
Debra Lepold
Ann & Andy Reid
Donald Rhodes Family Foundation (Lupin)
The Turan Family Foundation (Beau)
ANONYMOUS DONATIONS IN HONOR OF:
In Honor of Montgomery our darling Labradoodle
ANONYMOUS DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF:
Dolly Llama Graham
MARTHA SHAW MEMORIAL FUND FOR VETERINARY
SERVICES:
Daniel Frummes

Letters to the Editor
We welcome letters and pictures!
Please send to:
GGLRR Editor
P.O. Box 2646
Menlo Park, CA 94026-2646
or email to:
gglrrescue@gmail.com
You may also use the above email address to
notify us of an address change or if you would no
longer care to receive this newsletter.

Libby...a 5 yr old female chocolate lab was found at a very high
kill and rural shelter in northern Nevada. She was on the euthanasia list because the shelter felt that she was not adoptable due
to a medical issue the shelter could not afford to address: she
was passing large amounts of blood in her urine. Since she was
an incredibly sweet dog... Lab Rescue agreed to pull her from the
shelter and hopefully resolve her medical issue. Libby was very
fortunate because a foster couple in Reno agreed to take care of
her during her medical care which ended up being very complex.
After a urinary tract infection was ruled out an ultrasound exam
of her bladder revealed that she had a very large bladder stone...
and once surgically removed (it was huge!! as large as a baseball). Her recovery took several months... and during this time
... her very devoted foster family managed her care beautifully.
She leaked urine for about 5 weeks... but ﬁnally this stopped...
and she was adopted by a family who had been following her
progress from the time of her surgery. Now happily in her new
home, Abby is doing very well and very grateful to GGLRR for
saving her. GGLRR spent about $1600 for Abby’s surgery and
follow-up care.

ROSIE

Rosie and her 11 puppies (left in a Tupperware container) were
abandoned outside a closed shelter in Texas on a 104º day. Luckily, workers were at the shelter and brought Rosie and her litter
inside. Rosie was in terrible condition, suffering from malnutrition, heartworm and a multitude of other ailments. (It wasn’t
discovered until Rosie saw a vet in California that she was also
riddled with buckshot!). Rescue was informed of her plight and a
foster home was found. When Rosie was well enough to ﬂy, she
was ﬂown to California and adopted by a wonderful family who
live on the beach. She gets to go swimming numerous times a
day and has live-in doggie playmates.

LIBBY
CODY

In December, I had just returned to my home in Half Moon Bay, from a family tragedy in NC. It was just before Christmas. Getting back into my routine, part of which is feeding, watering and caring for all our animals, I noticed Cody, my son’s Chocolate
Lab, had lost weight and his appetite. I kept a special eye on him over the next few days trying to get him to eat and diagnosing
his problem. The only source I could think of is that he’d swallowed something, as he loves to put things in his mouth. As the days
went by Cody got worse. He became lethargic, non responsive, and thinner. It was time to go to the vet. It was Christmas Eve, and
a three day Holiday, when we took Cody to Linda Mar. They took x-rays. That’s when we discovered Cody had swallowed a golf
ball, which was lodged between his stomach and intestines. It looked like a full moon in the x-ray. It would require surgery and
as much as $5,000.00. We didn’t have the money to ﬁx Cody, but we didn’t want to lose him. My son had some hard decisions
to make. As a last resort, the Clinic told us about GGLRR and gave us the contact information. We were told that GGLRR will
pay the costs, if certain criteria were met. I called them right away. Cody was dehydrated, emaciated, and within hours of death.
GGLRR agreed to pay all costs and work started immediately to save Cody. The ﬁnal bill was approximately $3,000.00, and they
picked up the entire cost. We were so grateful that we successfully pursued full reimbursement to them, although they never asked
for it. Cody is with us still. He is my son’s companion, hunting dog, and playmate.
I had never heard of GGLRR, until we needed help. Had it not been for GGLRR, we had already agreed to put Cody down; not
easy to do, but our only realistic choice. GGLRR was there for us, helped us, and saved Cody. He still puts things in his mouth all
the time. Although he’s going on seven years old, he still acts like he’s a pup. We are very happy to still have Cody with us and are
very thankful to GGLRR for making that possible.

Cheeto, the newest member of our family, is a three-year-old yellow Lab. He loves living with us on our property in the redwoods,
chasing raccoons, blue jays, and FedEx trucks with even-handed
enthusiasm. The thing about Cheeto is, he has been almost completely blind since birth.
Although we knew that adding a blind four-legged family member
would bring us a big challenge we decided it was what we needed
to do. You see, in addition to two young boys who longed for a
big friendly dog, our family has two adults who cope with their
own visual impairments every day. So we had a special empathy
for Cheeto’s disability, and thought we might have a little extra
patience for the special help he would need.
The biggest question in our minds was whether he could live here
safely. The house has stairs. The yard features both steps and a
fairly steep hillside leading down to a year-round creek. Could a
blind dog avoid falling down the stairs, or drowning in the creek?
Yes! And very handily, too, as it turns out, through a combination
of brains, compensatory senses, great balance, and—on our part—
the patience to show him the lay of the land once or twice.
Another concern was the country road a few hundred yards up the
driveway. There’s not much trafﬁc in our neck of the woods, but
on the other hand there’s no way to fence the property. How could
we keep him from being hit, up on the road, by drivers who would
assume that he could see and avoid their cars? Well, we were able
to set up a wireless electronic virtual fence, based on radio waves,
and train him to stay inside it.
So, as it works out, we have a blind watchdog. It sounds funny, but
it works great. Cheeto likely would not be able to actually chase
down and bite an interloper, but that’s not his job as we see it.
We’re just happy that his keen senses of smell and hearing combine with his throaty voice to warn non-friends away.
It’s not all easy. Taking him for a walk up on the road can be tough;
drivers don’t see the problem when they come too close, and—unlike our grounds, which he has memorized—in public there are always new obstacles we have to help him avoid. We are his “seeing
eye humans”, and as there is no white cane for him, passersby are
not always forgiving of Cheeto’s somewhat wayward ways.
If you know Labs, you will not be surprised by the strong bond that
this gentle, calm, content beast has forged with our family. His
disability raised the stakes, but—it’s true—love found a way, and
our boys have learned some valuable life lessons in the bargain.

More thanks to:
A Doggies Dream - Reno, NV
Bayshore Animal Hospital – San Mateo
Bishop Ranch Veterinary Hospital – San Ramon
Blue Oak Veterinary Hospital - Jackson
Carmel Holistic Veterinary Clinic – Carmel
Susan Fox
Robin & Greg Gibbs
Robin Kelly, DVM
Linda Mar Veterinary Hospital – Paciﬁca
Marina Pet Hospital – San Francisco
Mid-Peninsula Animal Hospital – Menlo Park
Kelley Moore
Margie Mullan
Pet Food Express, Redwood City
Pooch Hotel, Sunnyvale (10% off if you mention GGLRR)
Renee of Excel K9 Diet - Jackson
Scout’s House - Menlo Park
Shamrock Ranch Kennels – Paciﬁca
The Pet Place, Menlo Park
Veterinary Medical Specialists
Veterinary Surgical Specialists
Veterinary Vision - San Carlos
Whole Pet Vet Hospital & Wellness Center, Los Gatos
And, all of our wonderful fosters and transporters, without whose help we would not be able to save as many
Labs as we do.

Board of Directors 2010
Holly Still, President
Rescue Coordinator
hollystill@sbcglobal.net
Judy Kreger, Vice President
judykreger@sbcglobal.net
Liz Frome, Treasurer
liz@jobshopsf.com
Donna Clark Blatman
donna614@gmail.com

CHEETO

Golden Gate Labrador Retriever Rescue, Inc.
P.O. Box 2646
Menlo Park, CA 94026-2646
About GGLRR Inc...

Golden Gate Labrador Retriever Rescue, Inc. (GGLRR) is
organized under the California Non-Proﬁt Public Beneﬁt Corporation Law
for charitable and educational purposes. We have been granted nonproﬁt
tax-exempt status under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
GGLRR is a private, nonproﬁt, all-volunteer organization.
GGLRR facilitates the placement of unwanted Labrador Retriever
dogs into new homes. We are sought out by concerned individuals and
humane organizations who come into contact with Labrador Retrievers. We
have a spay-neuter requirement for all dogs that we place. Families residing
within our Northern California service area who desire to adopt a Labrador
Retriever complee an application form and are introduced to potential pets.
Our purpose is solely to providing good homes for Labrador Retrievers who
might otherwise be abandoned or euthanized by their previous owner.
Our service area is Northern California and covers seven telephone area codes: 408, 510, 650, 707, 831 and 925. GGLRR has more than
30 volunteers. None of our volunteers receive any form of compensation for
their time and effort, other than the pure satisfaction of matching a displaced
Lab with a loving family.
GGLRR relies upon placement and adoption donations, fundraising events, and charitable donations for its funding. We suggest a minimum
donations (currently $200.00) for prospective families wishing to adopt from
us. Special consideration is given to older and special needs dogs since our
goal is that our rescued Labs are loved and well cared for.

If you prefer, you can also use
PayPal to make a donation. Log
onto http://www.labrescue.org and
click on the PayPal icon.

FOSTER CARE NEEDED
We are always looking for foster homes
to care for our dogs until permanent
homes can be found. This is not an easy
job but it is very rewarding.
For more information on fostering a dog,
please contact: Holly Still 650-322-9888.

